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Commander

Thereby hangs a tail.

In the early years of the eighteenth century the commander of the British
Home Fleet was an admiral with the unlikely name; Sir Cloudesley
Shovell . His career was a stellar one with many battles fought and won
against impossible odds, capturing mountains of gold and more ships
than the Royal Navy knew what to do with.

He was naturally revered and adored by the public and was a particular
favorite of the monarch of the time, Queen Anne. She was an ample lady
with bow legs and strange looking feet, like the furniture that bears her
name..

In addition to his naval duties, Shovell managed to find time to be the

Member of Parliament for Rochester in Kent and for some obscure reason was also the Commissioner
for Sewers in London. As you can see, a colorful, accomplished gent and a great fighting sailor, sadly
navigation was not his strong suit.

This was the time of the War of Spanish Succession and Shovell, after laying unsuccessful siege to Toulon
on the French Mediterranean coast, was returning with the Home Fleet, to Portsmouth, England via
Gibraltar. His course to England took him close to the Scilly Isles, a long chain of islands and rocks
projecting from Lands End at the extreme western tip of England.

He was also approaching this hazard at night, something that was generally avoided if at all possible.
However, the admiral, confident that his position had been accurately determined, forged ahead.

It should be remembered that shipboard chronometers did not yet exist, so that the determination of

longitude was at best a hit and miss affair. No pun intended.

This was also the time of the press -gang whereby one could be forcibly and |
home or place of work and forced to serve as a crewman on board a ship of war, sometimes for years.

As it happened one of the crew who had been pressed was a cartographer. He knew something about

navigation and had somehow managed to calculate a different position that put the fleet on a collision

course with the Scillies. Naturally, being concerned for the safety of the fleet, he made his findings known

to the admiral, he was rewarded for his efforts by being hanged at the yardarm for inciting mutiny.

Shortly thereafter at 8pm on November 2, 1707, the majorit
Association and three other battleships ran on the rocks and foundered. That night over 2000 men

drowned, including Sir Cloudesley Shovell, or so it was thought.

Fast forward 30 years to 1737, an old woman who | ived at [
body was found, was laid on her deathbed.

She asked for a small box to be brought to her from its hiding place. The box duly arrived; she opened it

and produced a magnificent emerald ring. She then told the story of how she found Shovell washed up on

the beach barely alive, having escaped in one of the shipt¢
Anne.

Finishing the work that fate had started, she callously drowned the admiral and stripped his body, took
his ring, his coat (loaded with gold braid), his shirt and shoes. A very sad, but some feel, a fitting end to
his life.

The moral to this story, which is true, is that even thouct
to know where you are and, more importantly, where you are not. So listen to the crew, sometimes they
are right, because if you dondt, shitou mi ght | ose more than
Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN Tg&\\'
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Executive Officer

Last month my article gave a brief description of my new duties as Executive

Officer. This month, | want to express my desire to resuscitate a previously
successful program that seems to have been ignored or even de -emphasized
over the preceding year. That program is our BUOYS advertising campaign.

About six months ago our monthly newsletter, THE BUQOYS, contained twice the number

of vendor advertisements than it does now. It is an excellent source of outside revenue for

the Squadron. It seems to me that we must first expand our client list. | believe that this

program should be welcomed by our area small businesses! Local entrepreneurs need

new customers to continue to survive and grow during this recession. Our low prices should

appeal to our |l ocal entrepreneuros at this ti me. It
to introduce CCPS6s add proposal to your favorite re
groomers, lawn servicer and everyone else that we do business with.

| hopetore -energi ze this program and | will need everyone
If anyone wishes to take part in reviewing and re -shaping it please contact me as soon as

possible. | am looking forward to hearing your ideas. You can look forward to hearing much

more in the upcoming months.

Last month | also mentioned my responsibilities related to external functions; such as, boat

shows, parades, informational exhibits ( iie. boot hs at t he far mer 6s mar ket
marinas). Finally, CCPS conducts various fundraisers, such as the Annual German American

Oktoberfest. These events are entitled: Special Events. CCPS has just concluded an event at

the Lee County Civic Center, which was the Ft. Myers Spring Boat Show. | am looking for a

Special Events Chairperson. The Chair of Special Events will appoint a Committee and/or

individual Event Coordinator to plan, organize, initiate and oversee a special event.

ltés really easy! If I can do it, you can! Pl ease

Lt/C Fred Van Slett
Tel: 239 -541-9948 T@\\.
Email: vanslett7100@comcast.net 1

Make a Note

The speaker for April will be Cape Coral Police Captain, Lisa Barnes who is South District
Bureau services Commander and is responsible for South District Patrol and District Service
Co-coordinators. She will be speaking about the challenges faced by the Police Department

in general and some of the issues unique to Cape Coral.

Cdr John Hodgkinson JN Tm\»
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Administrative Officer

Recently, several new members have asked me: Which of the CCPS Committees should | join?
There are three committees that are key to the social activities that many Squadron members
enjoy:

CRUISE AND RENDEZVOUS

The Cruise and Rendezvous Committee plans and organizes boating activities. Each month,

they plan an overnight cruise, and a luncheon at an on -the -water restaurant. You can go by
car or by boat. Either way itbés great fun! They al
dinners each year.

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

The Entertainment Committee plans and conducts a social event each month.

On 16 April, the Entertainment Committee is going to have an Italian Feast which will include
lasagna, sausage and peppers, meatballs in sauce, baked ziti, eggplant parmesan, stuffed
shells, and Chef Pat Tuller wil/l bring penne ala vod
seven great entrees prepared by seven great cooks. There will also be a Ceasar salad, garlic
bread and dessert.

Centerpiece Decoration Contest! ~ ~ ~ At this dinner, there will not be any centerpiece
decorations on any of the tables. The guests will bring their own centerpieces (one per table).
The only rule for the creation of your decoration is that it is an appropriate Italian theme.
Otherwise, let your imagination and creativity run wild! A prize will be awarded to the group

that is judged to have the best table decoration.

Entertainment ~ ~ ~ In addition, we will provide live entertainment, featuring the music of
Jerry Ward. Jerry has played at the Elks and will provide a fun -filled evening of singing.
Many thanks to Barbara Partsch for planning this terrific evening.

MEMBER INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE

This is the place new members can provide input on which activities they are interested in, or

would I ike to see i mplemented. ltds a great opportu
from fishing to theatre, to create groups of like -minded Power Squadron members.

The Member Involvement Committee also provides a place to get help or have questions

answered.

So which committee should you attend? Cdr John Hodgkinson described the purpose and

operating methodology of committees in the February BUOYS. My suggestion is that you try to

attend all three meetings at | east once. Then youbdl
your interests and talents.

The Member Involvement Committee meets the first Monday of each month at 1030.

The Cruise and Rendezvous Committee meets the first Tuesday of each month at 1030.

The Entertainment Committee meets the first Friday of the month at 1030.

By attending each of these committees, you will learn what the Squadron is all about, meet
other members, and begin new and lasting relationships. If you have been a member of the
Cape Coral Power Squadron for several years, but have not been able to get involved, |
strongly encourage and welcome you to take this first step. Through committee involvement,
all of us have a great opportunity to influence, shape and direct the type and the scope of the
activities that our Squadron undertakes. The rewards and the enjoyment you derive from your
membership will be directly proportional to the time you take to provide input and assistance
to these three committees. | look forward to seeing you there!

LUC Al Rubio [
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Membership Committee Update
You may have heard that the Cape Coral Power Squadron teaches 20 -25% of the
Districtés ABC (Americas Boating Course) student
in the District taught 200 students in 2009. This tremendous job done by our
Education Department supplied the Cape Coral Power squadron with 80% of our new
members in the past year.
The Membership Chair, P/C Pat Dance, SN, has done great work with Cdr John
Hodgkinsonés | eadership in creating a Graduati on
prospective members feel welcomed. Over 160 graduates have become Power Squad-
ron members at the graduation events during the past Watch Year.

Thank you, Pat, for all your efforts.
Life Jacket Loaner Program
Lt/C Al Rubio
This program is a valuable public service.
Please pass the word among your
May 2010 boating friends that lifejackets are
. . available to borrow
Entertamment Committee at the Squadron, /
Social Event at no cost,
for visiting
On Friday, 28 May, we start our Memorial children or
Day week -end with another grandchildren.
Great Steak Cookout! (
Dust off your cowboy and cowgirl duds /ﬁ

for a western themed evening of fun and
great steaks cooked to order.

Chicken will be available as a second
choice. Paul Moses is planning this

MI Member Pot Luck Dinner
There will be a Family Style Pot Luck

Western Night of Fun. More details will Dinner for members and prospective
be coming in the May BUOYS. members of the Membership Involvement
(All six -shooters will have to be checked Committee, at the home of Ken and Mary

at the door).
See you at one of our great

Squadron events!

Lou Smiles, on Friday evening, 9 April,

at 1800. Please bring a covered dish and
your liquid refreshment of choice.

For more information and to RSVP please
call 574 -7202.

THE BUOYS

THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the Cape Coral Power
Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the United States Power Squad-

rons, Inc. Opinions expressed by individual authors do not necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power
Squadron policy or endorsement. Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than

the 10th of the month prior to publication. The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted

for publication.

We appreciate your articles and inputs. Please make sure the information submitted to THE BUOYS is

correct. All articles will be edited to assure conformity with USPS® regulations and guidelines.

o

The Editor
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S guadron Education O fficer

We have scheduled three seminars in April, two are seminars we have

presented several times before, but one, Boat Handling Under Power, is new to

our Squadron, and it looks like an interesting one. We presented a mini version

at | ast year6és open house, but this wil!l
ABC instructor Joe Capuozzo. The second s
covers Section 5 of the ABC course. Below are descriptions of the seminars, the

schedule we will follow and the costs of the seminars.

Using GPS 1T 22 April T This Seminar explains the principles of waypoint navigation and shows
you how to operate your GPS T what the buttons do, what the screens show, and how to access
the functions you need.

ABC section5 1 29 April - This seminar will show you all about your chart. This seminar walks

you through the essentials of laying out a safe course, steps to determine course and distance,

and setting up routes using the MAPTECH navigator software included with the course material.
The process of downloading NOAA charts of this area for use with that program is included.

Since it is a continuation of the ABC course, the charge for this seminar is minimal.

Boat Handling Under Power T 27 April - This seminar Provides guidance in handling boats of
various designs under conditions normally encountered in boat operations. It covers outboards,
stern drives, jet drives, single engine inboards, twin engine inboards and jet drives.

Topics covered include:
Boat handling in rough weather.
Maneuvering in tight quarters.
Docking and undocking.
Steering in reverse, and
Types of steering and propulsion.

These short seminars feature power - point presentations in a two hour format and include
valuable take -away guides. Pre -registration at the Squadron office is requested. A nominal fee
of $30 is charged for GPS and Boat Handling. The fee for ABC section 5 is $10.

| am interested in the following courses or seminars Instructor Development
Name:
Instructor Re -certification
Tel. No.:
22 Apr GPS Seminar
1900 -
Amount Paid: 2200
29 Apr ABC Section 5
Register at Squadron Harbor 7 0900 i 1200 Mon thru 1900 -
Saturday. 2200
Email 1 Raywlodyka@aol.com
27 Apr Power Boat Handling
1900 -
2200

Lt/C Ray Wlodyka, SN
Email: raywlodyka@aol.com T@\,

Phone: 540 -9665
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E@Q“ Welcome to our New Members!

I f you see these folks, please say fAHell od and i f you shar
give them a jingle.

WILLIAM & SANDY FRANCIS Phone: 677 -4419. They are from Carmel, Indiana, and have been in
Cape Coral for 2 ¥ years. They own a 32 foot Wellcraft St. Tropez. Sandy enjoys sewing, arts and

crafts and antiquing, while William enjoys teaching, designing and fixing things. They joined CCPS to

meet other people and to get involved.

HAROLD & MICHELE GARRELS Phone: 220 -0018. The Garrels finished their move to the Cape this
past July and are from Dunlap, lllinois. They have a 33 foot Carver Mariner. Michele is an R.N. while

John works for Caterpillar Tractor. They enjoy bicycling, jogging and kayaking and their dogs and are

looking to get more involved in boating.

BRUCE SOKOLIK & MIMI FOX Phone: 549 -9961. Bruce has transferred into our Squadron from the
Great Blue Hills Squadron, District 12 in Massachusetts. They are part -time residents who spend about
8 months of the year on the Cape. They have a 26 foot runse

electrical engineer with an interest in marine electronics and electrical systems.

Our Advertisers support our

5 Sqguadron with ttheir admgz
B Please return the favor and 5 ﬁg@
é support our advertisers ... j
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C & R LUNCHEON
Waterfront
4 June 2010
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Ask the Port Captain

Name:

This is a series designed to
answer your boating questions.
Submit your questions via email to

A
)
)
@
9
4
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Telephone: (cell)

Email:

will be answered in an upcoming issue
of THE BUOYS.
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By Boat or by Car

answers, but | have a lot of boating

’ resources at my disposal.
' Your questions from anchoring to
4

Room for Guests Yes No

How many?

zeroing in, will be answered.

Mail Reservations to:
Delores Buhner
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From the Special Events Chair

Ft. Myers Spring Boat Show

The Fort Myers Spring Boat Show was held at the Lee Civic Center 11 thru 14 March.
The Quad Squad ; Cape Coral, Fort Myers, San Carlos and Sanibel -Captiva Power Squadrons,
staffed the booth at the show.

Our day was Friday, 12 March, between 1000 and 1800. At approximately 1130, the skies

over the Civic Center opened up. The rain was torrential and the lights went out!

The emergency lights soon glowed, however, that did not save the day. To sum it up, the day

was rainy and the attendance was low, however, patron attendance improved on Saturday and

Sunday. Overall, it was reported that Athe showo w.
poor economy, however, our Squadron received over a dozen written inquiries more than ever

before; ranging from information about safe boating classes, vessel inspection requests and

i nformation regarding membership. I guess | 061l be ¢

| want to thank the following CCPS members for volunteering and providing the necessary
coverage at our booth.

Bill Beck Neil Kempf

Mary Lou Beck Ken Kronschnabl
Tom Callanan Al Rubio

Tom Egmore Al Servati

A special thanks to Chuck Drasser for assisting
me to get to and from the boat show and
assisting me to setup our display, as | limp
about on crutches due to toe surgery.

Thanks again,

Lt/C Fred Van Slett, Executive Officer

Event Co -coordinator (pro tem) =3
ffo
Ken Kronschnabl and Fred Van Slett
3
| UNIFORM OF
We need your help! THE DAY
If you know of ANYONE Team Casual
with good or bad news to share with our
General Membership Golf shirt with
(Sickness, Health, Death, Birth) CCPS logo
light brown or
PleasecallEdi@ 540 -9986 khaki slacks/
skirt




