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Commander  

UNIFORM OF  

THE DAY  

  

Team Casual                   

 

Golf shirt with CCPS logo  
light brown or khaki 

slacks/skirt  

 

Hopefully, by now you will have recovered from the excesses of the Christmas  

festivities and New Year revels. All the unwanted presents have been returned  
(who really needed a snow shovel anyway?) and the Christmas tree is either in  

the dumpster or the attic depending whether or not you are a traditionalist.  
 
So whatôs next? Well, as it happens the USPS Annual Meeting is going to be  

held in Orlando, a mere hop skip and a jump away. This provides a rare opportunity to observe 
the operation of our National machinery close up and meet the individuals who have a great  

affect on our lives, one way or another. So if you would like attend as a Squadron delegate, 
please contact either: P/C Pat Dance, SN, or myself.  
 

The Meeting will be held 1 -6 February at the Disney Coronado Springs Resort , Lake Buena 
Vista. Details reprinted from the ñEnsignò magazine may be found elsewhere in this issue. 

 
Our 45 th  Change of Watch  dinner this year will be held on Friday, 26 February 2010 at the 
Resort at Marina Village, Tarpon point, Cape Coral. For those of you not familiar with the 

Change of Watch, it is the ceremony that marks the end of the year of service for the current 
bridge officers and the swearing in of next yearôs team and is the only formal event in the 

Squadron calendar. All members are welcome to attend. A flyer appears elsewhere in this issue.  
 

As you have probably heard by now, our newly -wed Executive Officer, Harvey Jaffe, AP, will be 
moving North in the not too distant future (maybe I should have given him the snow shovel). 
This will be a sad loss for the Squadron as I believe Harvey would have made an outstanding 

Commander with a great deal to offer. We wish him well and if you have any spare thermal  
underwear you might give Harvey a thought.  

 
The Commanderôs Merit Mark Party will take place at 1800 on Friday, 19 February 2010,  
at Squadron Harbor. Merit marks represent the only means of recognizing effort made by  

members on behalf of the Power Squadron. They are awarded by a national committee for a 
ñsignificant contributionò to the Power Squadron during the watch year. The party is free to any 

Merit mark recipient and their spouse or significant other. A list of recipients and other details 
are to be found elsewhere in this issue.  
 

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN  
 

Make a note  
 
Our speaker for the January Membership meeting is local author Jan Boys, whose book 

ñReflections on the waterò describes journeys encompassing some 20,000 miles on inland  
waterways. Her illustrated presentation is called ñTraveling the inland waterwaysò and is based 

on the experiences of Jan and her husband during these odysseys. Copies of Janôs book will be 
available after the meeting.  
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 R est  I n  Peace 

         

                  Jackie 

                 Kempf 

THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the  

Cape Coral Power Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the 
United States Power Squadrons, Inc.  Opinions expressed by individual authors do not  

necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power Squadron policy or endorsement.  
Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than the 10th of the month 
prior to publication.   

The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted for publication.  
 

We appreciate your articles and inputs.  Please make sure the information submitted to  
THE BUOYS is correct. All articles will be edited to assure conformity with USPS® regulations 
and guidelines.  

 
The Editor  

THE BUOYS  

THE BUOYS 

Administrative Officer  
I hope that everyone had a happy holiday season and enjoyed bringing in the  

New Year. It is also my hope that during this new year we will return to economic  
stability and enjoy a more prosperous 2010 for all.  

 
During December, the Squadronôs Bridge Officers, Department Heads and Committee Chairs 
have been hard at work gathering ideas, producing plans, and developing financial budgets for 

2010.  
 

I have been working to develop a ñCalendar of Eventsò for all activities, programs and events 
being scheduled throughout 2010.  This effort has been expended in order to avoid possible 
scheduling conflicts between events.  We had experienced several conflicts during 2009 that 

resulted in last minute shifts in schedules and even the cancellation of a couple of events.   
I urge all Bridge Officers, Department Heads and Committee Chairs to keep me, your current 

Administrative Officer, and all future Administrative Officers informed of all activities and/or 
events in the planning stages.  
 

Another benefit derived from the ñCalendar of Eventsò is a better informed membership.   
Currently, our membership is kept informed of events through our monthly newspaper,  

THE BUOYS.  Articles within THE BUOYS and the calendar on the back page alerts readers of 
upcoming events, however, the listing has not always included every event and/or activity.   

In the future, the calendar will include all  
CCPS and USPS events and activities.   
Think of the ñCalendarò as an advertising 

tool, as well as a schedule of events.   
With everyoneôs assistance and  

cooperation, we will all achieve success.  
 

Lt/C Fred Van Slett  
Administrative Officer  
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Squadron  Education  O fficer  
The start of the New Year does not signal the start of a new educational year. 

Classes begun in the fall are now either completed or nearing completion, but 
we are beginning two new classes to complete this educational year.  

 
11  January, 2010 -  ENGINE MAINTENANCE   
Registration -  1830. Class start: 1900  

This course covers the basics of engine layout and operation. Gasoline inboards, outboards,  
and diesel engines are taught in a way that reinforces the common aspects of how engines 

work. The course covers those repairs that do - it - yourselfers can perform, teaches how to  
diagnose problems that might be beyond your ability to fix, and how to share information with 
your mechanic so the right repairs get performed.   The course also covers basic mechanical 

systems such as drive systems (propellers), steering systems, and engine controls. It also  
provides solutions you might use for problems that could occur while afloat and away from a 

repair facility.  
  
2 February, 2010 -  PILOTING.   Registration -  1830. Class start: 1900  

The Piloting course is the first in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, covering the  
basics of coastal and inland navigation.  This course focuses on navigation as it is done on  

recreational boats today and embraces GPS as a primary navigation tool while covering enough 
of traditional techniques so the student will be able to find his/her way even if their GPS 

fails.  The course includes many in -class exercises, developing the studentôs skills through hands
-on practice and learning.  Topics covered include:  

¶ Charts and their interpretation  

¶ Navigation aids and how they point to safe water  

¶ Plotting courses and determining direction and distance  

¶ The marinerôs compass and converting between True and Magnetic  

¶ Use of GPS ï typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting up waypoints and 

routes, staying on a GPS route.  

¶ Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into the GPS  

¶ Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional techniques such 

as bearings and dead reckoning.  

 
 

 

Lt/C Ray Wlodyka, SN  

Email: raywlodyka@aol.com  
Phone: 540 -9665  

Please enroll me in the following courses:  

Name: 
_________________________________________  

Tel. No.: 
_________________________________________  
 

Amount Paid: ________________________  
A deposit of $25 per course is required to register.  

Alternatively, come to the Squadron office and  
complete your registration there.  
  

  Engine Maintenance  

January 11, 2010 -  1830  

  Piloting  

Tuesday, Feb 2 -  1830  
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         You are cordially invited to attend the 

Cape Coral Power Squadronôs 

45
th

 Annual Change of Watch 
Friday, 26 February  2010  

The Calusa Room  

The Resort at Marina Village  

Tarpon Point, Cape Coral, FL  

Cocktails & Hors dôoeuvres 1800 (Cash Bar), Call to Dinner 1900 

 $35 per person  

 

Reservation Deadline: Friday, 19 February 2010  

Dress, Gentlemen: Uniform óAô with Bow tie or Business attire 

 Ladies:  After 5 attire  

Menu  
Baby Field Greens  

Choice of One:  

Beef Stroganoff  

Boneless Breast of Chicken in Marsala Wine Sauce  

Mahi Mahi with Papaya Mango Sauce  

 

Selection of Vegetables  

 Potato or Rice  

Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake  

 

Dinner Breads and Butter, Freshly Brewed Coffee, Decaf and Iced Tea  

Please make checks payable to CCPS and mail to:  

Carole Hodgkinson, 908 SE 21 st  Ave, Cape Coral, FL 33990 by 2/12/10  

or deliver to Squadron Harbor by 2/19/10  

 

 

--------------------------------------------- Clip and Mail ----------------------------------------------------  

 

Name_______________________   Grade_____ Rank_____  Phone_________________  

           

  _______________________           _____        _____  

            

 _______________________           _____        _____  

            

 _______________________           _____        _____         

 

Attendees________@ $35 ea. = ________ Enclosed  

 

Entree         Dessert  

Beef Stroganoff_____________    Key Lime Pie_______  

   Mahi Mahi_________________    Chocolate Cake _________  

                         Chicken Marsala____________  
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 The CCPS ñWaybackò Vessel 
 (with apologies to ñRocky and Bullwinkleò) 

 

On the left, we can see a copy of the December 1976 issue of 
ñThe Buoys.ò  ñThe Buoysò had a few different versions of the 

covers, and will be presented in later articles.  It also had 
many different sizes.  This one is about 7ò wide by 8.5ò high.  
The cover and pages are a thin glossy texture.  This version 

was printed by ñPress Printing Co.ò of Fort Myers, which  
appears to still be in business.  

 
The Early Days of the Education Department (contd.).   
In the last article, the first public boating class (Called EP, or 

ñElementary Pilotingò) was presented in January, 1965.  The EP class was renamed the 
ñBoating Courseò in 1971.  However, the EP class was required before membership to the 

squadron could be obtained.  Also, a simplified class, originally intended for 6 th  graders, evolved 
into a boating class call ñMake Sure Make Shore ,ò and was taught by the Cape Mates up until 
1994 or later.  Can anyone confirm the final dates for this class?  I will try to confirm by the 

next article.  
 

In 1965, the Seamanship and Advanced Piloting classes were run.  By May, the education  
department established schedules for the classes: 2 EP yearly, 2 Seamanship yearly, 1 AP, 
1 JN, 1 N , with Engine Maintenance and Weather planned for the fall, depending upon demand.  

 
The classes quickly became very popular, and the education department adapted to the large 

classes very quickly ï sometimes upward of 200 .  The problem was not the numbers of 
students, but was the space to house the students.  Space for the Boating class, housing for 

ñin-houseò classes, as well as executive committee and general meeting rooms, together with 
meeting rooms for entertainment were major problems. And that wasnôt all ï they needed 
rooms for storage.  Commercial storage rentals werenôt 

available in those days, so Officers carried their 
ñbadge of officeò with them ï their 4 -drawer file  

cabinets!  Needless to say, their ñfirst matesò were happy 
to pass the badge on.  So space in grade and middle 
schools served as housing for the public EP class, while 

local churches, the Yacht Club, membersô homes,  
classroom space as far away as Edison Junior College  

served to house squadron classes.  
 
But the space wasnôt permanent.  What was available last 

year, or even the last month, often evaporated overnight, 
spiraling in cost just as fast.  Remember, this was the big 

growth time for Cape Coral.  One ExCom meeting was 
held on the lawn of the Jewish Center , because 
someone forgot to bring the keys to the door!  Obviously 

a permanent location was needed, so by 1978, a planning 
committee was established to find a place to buy.  

 
Again, any questions or comments, as well as ñearlyò 
Squadron stories are most welcome.  

 
John Seal, P                   

    


