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 THE BUOYS 

Commander  

 

It is a well known fact that real men donôt need directions or read instructions;  

this probably explains why the Operations manual in the office always needs  
dusting.  

 
If, however, you do take the time to glance at USPS Operations manual (some  
of the bridge have actually done that) you will find, as someone recently put it,  

ñsome really useful stuffò. (It took a while but we got there.) The ñuseful stuffò to which he  
referred was the definition of roles and responsibilities of District and Squadron staff and the 

structure of USPS in general.  
 
What is not defined there, or anywhere else it seems, is the kind of information that would  

enable anyone to efficiently organize any kind of Squadron function. But is there a need to  
provide this information? The answer is most certainly in the affirmative.  

 
An excellent example recently presented itself, one of our members was asked to organize a 
craft show, I wonôt mention any names, but her initials are Barbara Jameson. She was relatively 

new to the Squadron and knew practically no -one and yet virtually single handed she put  
together a highly successful event, an incredible achievement under the circumstances.  

But why take on such a daunting task? Well, not knowing any different, she assumed all  
functions were handled that way and forged ahead.  

 
So what should have happened?  
 

Barbara should at least been provided with a ñHow toò guide that outlines the sequence of  
activities, who does what, and a list of dos and donôts. In other words, a repository for the  

collected wisdom and experience of those who had boldly gone before.  
 
Sadly, this document does not now and never has existed. Consequently there is no reference 

and little continuity.  That is about to change.  
 

The Bridge Officers and I are preparing a series of guides that will assist the newer chairperson 
or committee member organize and manage one of a dozen different types of activity that the 
Squadron performs through out the year.  

 
If you feel that you have a pearl of wisdom that you would like to share, drop an e -mail to the 

XO, AO, AAO or myself and we will capture it for posterity, well at least until the next Change of 
Watch.  
 

The end result will be that the scary task of proving a dinner and entertainment for 150 people 
will be vastly simplified; the myths and legends dispelled and hopefully will lead to more  

members being willing to run or assist in the management of functions and thus spread the 
load.  
 

We shall see.  
 

This is the last issue of THE BUOYS until September so enjoy the break,  
 
Cdr John Hodgkinson N  
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Executive Officer  

We need your help!  
 

If you know of ANYONE  
with good or bad news to share with our  

General Membership  
(Sickness, Health, Death, Birth)  

 

Please call Edi @ 540 - 9986  

Our Advertisers support our 

Squadron with their adsé. 

Please return the favor and  

support our advertisers ... 

 

THE BUOYS 

Most of our ñSnowbirdsò have flown north for the summer and we are  

Nearing the summer recess here at Squadron Harbor.  THE BUOYS will not  
be printed during the summer recess.  But wait, many folks are permanent  

residents of Florida.  The Squadron is open for business as usual, 0900 to 1200,  
Monday through Saturday.  All of our committees continue to conduct their meetings in 

July and August, and there is still much work to be done!  We will continue to utilize 
our telephone messaging system to contact you during the recess.  

 
Update! Sonja and Andy Penny have volunteered to head up our ñBUOYSò advertizing  

campaign.  They will be contacting the Squadron committees and ultimately our  
membership for assistance to promote ad sales to our local businesses.  Please support 

your Squadron by volunteering to introduce ñTHE BUOYS Ad Programò to the  
businesses you patronize.  You will be hearing the details from Sonja and Andy in the 

upcoming months.  
 

I reported last month that the ñNon Member Contact Email Listò continues to grow.   

Not only have we advertized CCPSôs seminars that were opened to the public and our 
link to the Cape Coral Power Squadron website complete with our link to THE BUOYS, 

but also emailed a flier related to National Safe Boating Week with the marina  
locations where vessel safety checks may be obtained.  Shortly we will release details 

concerning our participation in National Marina Day to be held at Tarpon Point Marina.  
 

Finally, for those who are traveling during the summer recess, have a safe and happy  
vacation.  For those who are remaining local, keep in contact, for we will be here  

preparing for the fall.  
 

Lt/C Fred Van Slett  

Tel: 239 -541 -9948  
Email: vanslett7100@comcast.net  

UNIFORM OF  

THE DAY  

 

Team Casual                   
 

Golf shirt with 
CCPS logo  

light brown or 
khaki slacks/

skirt  
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Administrative Officer  
It seems like only yesterday that 2010 began with an unusually cold Florida winter.   

Now, many of our friends are making plans to pack and return to their summer homes.   
The most common question I have heard lately is, ñWhen are you leaving?ò  For those of us 

who live in Cape Coral year - round, the loss of so many friends is only partially offset by the 
slower pace (and significantly less traffic) of our city in the summer months.  
 

The entertainment committee conducted a very successful ñItalian Feastò on 16 April.   
A very special thanks to team leader Barbara Partsch for a great job, as well as, to the many 

cooks who prepared that wonderful meal:  
Rochelle Barrisford                Eggplant  
Gail Cavell                               Stuffed Shells  

Pat Glogowski                         Ziti & Meatballs  
Paul Moses                              Lasagna  

Pat Tuller                                 Penne ala Vodka  
Phyllis Vitale                      Sausage with Peppers  
 

Congratulations to Laine Van Slett and Barbara Egmore for winning the prize for  the Best 
Decorated Table.  All of the entries were terrific.  The judges were:  Peggy Drennan, Merle 

Gray, John Hodgkinson, Judy Kaiser, and Ron Wilzoch.  Thanks go out to all of these  
volunteers, food servers and others who participated and made this a special fun filled evening.  

 
If you missed the great singing and dance music performed by Jerry Ward at our April and May 
events, Cape Coral Power Squadron members will have another chance to enjoy this enter-

tainer at our 25 June social event.  Sharon Brandt and Nancy Price are the team leaders and 
have been busy organizing a ñSummer Sizzler, Pretty in Pinkò Dinner Dance.   

Everyone (and that includes the men) must wear something pink, or face the consequences.  
There will also be a performance by the Calendar Girls dancing group.  
It is a potluck affair, so dig out your best recipe and bring a hearty hors d'euvres for 10 or 

more to share.  Beer, wine, soft drinks and dessert will be provided.  It will be an evening to 
remember and all this at the per person price of eight American dollars.  This will be our last 

social event until September, so donôt miss it.  See the flyer in the June BUOYS and respond to 
Delores Brunner by 21 June.  

 

MEMBER INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE  
The member involvement committee has initiated a series of potluck dinners at the homes of 

the committee members.  The first two potlucks were hosted by Ken and Mary Lou Smiles in 
April and Warren and Marge Maciag in May.    
This is an excellent opportunity to meet some of our newer members, and get to know each 

other in a casual social setting.   
The next potluck will be on 10 July at the home of Al and Carolyn Rubio.  All are invited!   

Please call 549 -8134 if you are able to attend.  
 
LT/C  AL RUBIO   

239 -549 -8134  
nubert11@comcast.net  

 

 

THE BUOYS 
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THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the Cape Coral Power 

Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the United States Power Squad-

rons, Inc.  Opinions expressed by individual authors do not necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power 

Squadron policy or endorsement.  Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than 

the 10th of the month prior to publication.  The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted 

for publication.  

We appreciate your articles and inputs.  Please make sure the information submitted to THE BUOYS is 

correct. All articles will be edited to assure conformity with USPS® regulations and guidelines.  

 

The Editor  

THE BUOYS  

Life Jacket Loaner Program  
 
This program is a valuable public  

service.  Please pass the word among 

your  boating friends that lifejackets 
are available to borrow at the  

Squadron, at no cost, for visiting  
children or grandchildren.  

THE BUOYS 

Ahoy  from Ship 840!  
 
These last months have been very busy for the Scouts 

as they have camped at a venturing weekend at Camp 
Miles,  sailed the small boats at the Edison Sailing  

Center, worked on trading up the Irwin 25 for an Irwin 
30 and of course served the squadron and community 

at large some delicious pancake breakfasts.   

Thank you all for your continued support and generous 
donations that help the Ship reach itôs training goals!  

This summer we hope to use the larger boat to take a 
short cruise, get a training ride with the Coast Guard, 

do a lot of training and racing on the small boats, get 6 
scouts SCUBA certified, continue taking classes at the 

squadron and sleep in on Saturday mornings!   
The pancake breakfasts will resume in the fall, date 

TBA.  We will look for an opportunity to cook for any 
squadron functions such as a flee market in the  

meantime.   
We will also be at a general membership meeting soon 

to recognize new scouts and rank advancements.  
Have a safe summer boating season!  

 

For the Ship,  
Sean Hassett  


