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Commander

For the times they.(BabDylanchangi n

At the USPS Annual Meeting held in Orlando last February, the National Council voted
overwhelmingly to make some significant changes in the way USPS operates. As most
of you are aware, in order to take advanced or elective courses, membership of USPS
is a requirement and the public are not admitted. That is no longer the case. B

Squadrons may , if they wish , permit members of the public to participate in any USPS course. At the last
Squadron Executive Committee meeting it was decided by a unanimous vote that the principle was
agreeable to the Cape Coral Power Squadron. How then does this decision affect our current members?

I't doesnét really, the sun will continue to rise in the ec
side. What it does mean is that, in theory at least, more people will be exposed to the Power Squadron
and will decide that they want to be part of it, enhancing membership, which has to be a plus. The price

they will pay for attending a course is as yet to be undetermined but will probably be three times that of
a USPS member that is also a plus.

In addition there will have to be prerequisites; it would be ridiculous for some one to enroll in the
Navigation course who has not completed Junior Navigation likewise with Advanced Piloting and Piloting.
So it is not quite as simple as it first appears. Will the public take advantage of this opportunity en
masse? Probably not, there will doubtless be some response but | doubt that we will have to beat the
crowds away with a stick.

Yes it is a change and a fairly sweeping one at that, but it is a change that does not appear to have any
major downside other than, it is a change and that in itself is sometimes perceived as a threat. But, as |
have quoted before; AfChange is inevitabl e(GeorgeCarlin) except fr

On a brighter note you may have noticed that our Entertainment Committee and the Cape Mates are

staging ever more creative events. The Cape Mates are planning a Polynesian night featuring native

dancers and fire eaters, (must check the insurance). We he
I

after the summer break a whole bunch of fun stuff eading
spoil the surprise.

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN Tﬁg\"

Lite Bites

The Lite Bites team for April General meeting was:

Carole Hodgkinson Marge and Warren Maciag

Carolyn and Al Rubio May Lou and Ken Smiles

Thank you very much ladies and gentlemen for your efforts.

Mayés Lite Bites wildl be Salad & Chili hosted by Carolyn ¢

chili. Please call Carolyn at 239 -549 -8134 for reservations.

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN

Make a Note

Our speaker for the May Membership Meeting will be Sue Hassett, a marine Biologist the wife of Sean
Hassett our Sea Scout skipper. (Nepotism is OK as long as you keep it in the family) She will discuss
some of the local underwater features and give some insight into the changes taking place around our
coast.

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN
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Executive Officer

Last month my article briefed you of my desire to resuscitate a previously
successful program that seems to have fallen through a very large crack

over the preceding year, our BUOYS advertizing campaign. This month

Il would I|Iike to announce the successful i mpl ement at.i
a program that my predecessor, Lt/C Harvey Jaffe, initiated during the Watch year 2009 -2010.

Harvey envisioned contacting the greater Cape Coral marketplace through the internet. He

designed the ACCPS Contact Information Cardo that wa
A collection of names, addresses and emails were gathered during the following months. The

final link was made this month. The email addresses of those interested Cape Coral Power

Squadron friends were entered into a file that allows us to send them CCPS alerts, education

program specials, and links to our website. We currently have obtained between 50 to 100

email addresses, but we expect to rapidly increase the volume in the next few months.

| intend to distribute these cards in as many venues as possible in the upcoming months.

We have opened up a new avenue to the greater Cape Coral marketplace. This new link can
and will be used to avail us to the greater Cape Coral marketplace, allowing us to offer CCPS

courses and seminars, advertise our special events; such as, nautical flea markets, pancake

breakfasts, craft fairs and even our social dinners. We are now able to have direct contact

with our CCPS friends to answer their questions concerning boating, CCPS membership and
social events.

To date, we have emailed a flier announcing CCPS seminars that are open to the public, plus
our link to the Cape Coral Power Squadron website. Because the system is so new, | cannot
report on its success, however | can report several inquiries related to future course requests.

| can use volunteers to assist me in this and many other areas, such as public relations,
pl anning special events and public medi a. Pl ease co
our progressive volunteer organization.

Lt/C Fred Van Slett
Tel: 239 -541-9948 I-
Email: vanslett7100@comcast.net

o

&
UNIFORM OF
We need your help! THE DAY
If you know of ANYONE Team Casual
with good or bad news to share with our
General Membership Golf shirt with
(Sickness, Health, Death, Birth) CCPS logo
light brown or
PleasecallEdi@ 540 -9986 khaki slacks/
skirt




THE BUOYS

Administrative Officer

Since | joined the Cape Coral Power Squadron in 2006, there has been an ongoing discussion
on what the Squadron should do to increase member retention. Each year we add over a
hundred new or transferred members, mainly thanks to our very successful ABC course.
However, each year we also lose an equal or larger number of existing members that choose
not to renew their membership.

There are a variety of reasons why people do not renew, from the economic downturn to the

many people who are no longer able to boat due to age, health or financial reasons. However,

Sout hwest Florida is truly a fiBoaterdéds Paradise. 0 T
Coral that our Squadron can and should reach out to.

To that end, here are some thoughts on how we approach this challenge:

It is essential that we make it easy for new members to get involved in Squadron activities

soon after they join. I n the past, the Squadron
members, as a contact point. However, for a mentoring program to be effective, the
mentor should do the reaching out and contact the new members, so as to promote a
Afriendlyodo voice that encourages their participat
Squadron members to consider becoming a mentor. The best way to do this is to attend
a meeting of the Member Involvement Committee.

In addition to formal programs such as mentoring, we can all become Power Squadron good
-will ambassadors to people who have recently joined. Some of our members return to
the North each year and may not have had a chance to get involved. Please reach out
to any new faces that you meet at the Squadron and personally invite them to join you
at one of our events.

We should also remember that we can also invite prospective members to join us. If you
have friends and neighbors who are not familiar with the Cape Coral Power Squadron,
they are welcome to attend a function as a guest. Have them join you at one of our
social events or at a luncheon at an on the water restaurant.

With just a little effort, we can make the squadron experience more valuable and satisfying to
our new members and in the process it will be a more valuable experience for all of us.

SUMMER SIZZLER SURPRISE 25 June 2010

Come join us for a great evening of

fun and surprises. This evening will

be a -iBokodo event, S
heavy hors doéoeuvre
will supply wine, beer, coffee,

dessert and GRRRRREAT

entertainment.

Reserve this date and watch for the
notice in the June newsletter.

Lt/C Al Rubio (55

Our Chefs at the _a L
St . Pattyds dinner
5
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The Bridge in a relaxed mood

The Commander receives his pin from
the new District 22 Comander
D/C Mary Paige Abbott, N

P/C Dick Quodomine, SN Lt Cdr Ray Wlodyka proudly
The Commander accepts the with his award for out- displays his Life Membership
district 22 5 star award standing achievement plague
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THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the Cape Coral Power
Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the United States Power Squad-

rons, Inc. Opinions expressed by individual authors do not necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power
Squadron policy or endorsement. Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than

the 10th of the month prior to publication. The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted

for publication.

We appreciate your articles and inputs. Please make sure the information submitted to THE BUOYS is
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I| \‘
The Editor T@




