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Commander  

 

The Quad what?  

From time to time, in THE BUOYS, you may have noticed the ñQuad Squadò being  

mentioned and probably wondered as to what it referenced, so, a few words of  

clarification:  The ñQuad Squadò comprises 4 local Squadrons: Fort Myers, San Carlos Bay,  

Sanibel -Captiva and ourselves and encapsulates their efforts to work together as a team  

and share resources and activities.  

 

The ñQuad Squadò was, or is, the brain child of our present District XO, Mary Paige Abbott, JN, of the 

Sanibel -Captiva Squadron. Like most innovative ideas, the concept is simple yet elegant. It was 

prompted by the observation that, at the Fort Myers boat show, if each squadron had a separate booth 

that required a total of 16 people every day!  

 

This represented a substantial amount of redundant effort, wasted resources and projected an image of 

an organization that, at best, did not communicate and at worst was in competition with itself.  

The solution was simple, work together, spread the load and reap the benefits.  

 

So, for the last 18 months the Commanders and XOs of the 4 squadrons have been meeting on a regular 

basis, sharing information and ideas. Thus far we have been able to co -operatively support boat shows 

and other functions, attend each others social gatherings, take advantage of each others educational  

programs and share the cost of promotional literature and advertising.  

 

In fact, so successful has this project been, that it is being used as a prototype for other groups of 

Squadrons in District 22.  

 

Thatôs the ñQuad Squad.ò 

 

The District 22 C&R will be held on 5,6,7,8  November at the Burnt Store Marina. This is an opportunity 

to meet other boaters in District 22 and swap boating/fishing stories and generally have a good time. 

Support if you can, itôs just up the road. A flyer and booking forms are included in this issue. 

 

Columbus Day Parade  

The Columbus Day parade was a great success, there were too many people involved to name everyone, 

but special thanks to Barb and Ken Partsch for its organization and the use of their vehicles, Sean  

Hassett, Bill Nelson and the advisors for a great turnout by the Sea Scouts, Sharon Brandt and Lainie 

Van Slett for having the courage to carry the banner in front of Barbôs Mustang. (Photos and description 

elsewhere).  

 

Make a Note  

Our speaker for the November Membership meeting will be Jim Looney of ñAnchor Saverò. 

This is an interesting device invented by Peter Weinstein of Marco Island that insures the  

ability to retrieve a snagged anchor that is especially useful when anchoring in coral or rocky 

sea beds.  

 

 

Make another Note  

Then Fort Myers Power Squadron is holding a Pig Roast on Saturday, 14 November, and you 

are invited. Festivities start at 1500 with a BYOB attitude adjustment session followed at 1600 

by the Feast. Tickets are $12, available from Lt/C Renee Henderson who may be reached at 

239 - 543 - 1729.  

 

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN  
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Executive Officer  

THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the  

Cape Coral Power Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the 
United States Power Squadrons, Inc.  Opinions expressed by individual authors do not  

necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power Squadron policy or endorsement.  
Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than the 10th of the month 
prior to publication.   

The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted for publication.  
 

We appreciate your articles and inputs.  Please make sure the information submitted to  
THE BUOYS is correct. All articles will be edited to assure conformity with USPS® regulations 
and guidelines.  

 
The Editor  

THE BUOYS  

As we move into the fall /winter seasons you can feel the pulse of activity  

increase in the squadron. Our meetings and events begin to swell with more 
and more members. It is like a renewal that occurs every year brings with it 

a renewed commitment and dedication to the three principals of our organi-
zation, boating education, civic responsibilities and social activities. It feels 
good to be hitting our stride again and I look forward to a very good year.  

 
The Boating Expo/Open House scheduled for Saturday, 21 November is going to be a new and 

wonderful event. Thanks to our Public Relations Committee and especially the efforts of Carol 
Matuszewski the word is out. We have arranged wide coverage of this event in the newspapers, 
TV, advertising and even the electronic bulletin board by the Cape Coral Bridge. Signs and  

posters will be all over town. We even got 20 or 30 people together last month to produce 50 
plaque signs to be displayed in retail locations. Please see the full page ad for the Boating Expo/

Open House in this monthôs BUOYS. 
 
We expect hundreds of people to show up for the Boating Expo/Open House. Please, please help 

us out by supporting this event. We need you to be here to meet and greet the public.  
We need to show Cape Coral just what a live and vibrant organization this is. Wear your name 

badge (and shirt) proudly when you come to the Expo.  
 

Let me take a moment to thank Al Rubio for running the Squadrons parking lot duties at the 
Oktoberfest. It raises a large sum of money for the squadron. Also, we need to thank Ken 
Partsch for coordinating our representation in the Columbus Day Parade.  Both of you did an 

outstanding job.  
 

Bill Nelson is chairing the squadronôs Fort Myers Boat Show committee. He is making sure that 
our Squadron is well represented at the show. Thank you for all your time and devotion to not 
only the Boat Show but more importantly to our Sea Scout group. We know that you have given 

hundreds of hours to a great cause here at the squadron.  
 

Enjoy your Thanksgiving with family and friends. I know we all will be giving thanks for all the 
blessings we have in this great country.  
 

Lt/C Harvey Jaffe, AP  

Executive Officer  

 

THE BUOYS 
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Squadron  Education  O fficer  
The fall class schedule has now begun, although enrollments are below what we 

would like to make the classes more active.  
 

There are 7 members taking Seamanship, with three enrolled in both AP and JN. 
Engine Maintenance has been postponed until 11 January due to low enroll-
ment.  

 
Poor class attendance is somewhat disheartening because our instructors are eager to teach, 

but our members are not eager to learn. I say somewhat disheartening because it is a situation 
not unique to Cape Coral. The condition exists in many squadrons. The USPS itself is now  
promoting online courses and developing seminars that take the place of one or more class  

segments. None of these developments bode well for the individual squadron educational  
programs.  

 
Our public (Americaôs) boating course continues to do well. We average over 20 students a 
month. Considering the low level of boating experience and education among the boating  

public, it is good news when our course is so well attended. I know of other squadrons who 
donôt offer the public course as often as we do, and their enrollment is still lower than ours. 

 
The education department will have a display at our 21 November EXPO. We plan to feature 

some video presentations and samplings of three seminars: How to use a GPS, Using a chart, 
and Power Boat Handling. The three seminars are scheduled following the Squadron EXPO as 
indicated in the table below. You can register for these seminars at the EXPO, by filling out the 

coupon below and sending it to me at the Squadron office, or by registering at the office. Fee 
for each seminar is $30.  

 
There will be a Boat Operator Certifier seminar held at Cape Coral Power Squadron on  
21 November.  

 
 

 
 

 
Lt/C Ray Wlodyka, SN  
Email: raywlodyka@aol.com  

Phone: 540 -9665  

Please enroll me in the following courses:  

Name: 

___________________________________  

Tel. No.: 

___________________________________  

 

Amount Paid: ________________________  

 

A fee of $30 is applicable for each seminar.  

Engine Maintenance is $52 with a $25 de-

posit at registration.  

Alternatively, come to the Squadron office 

and complete your registration there.  

  

 Nov 30  

Monday  

Power Boat Handling  1900 -2100  

 Dec 1  

Tuesday  

Using a Chart   1900 -2130  

Dec 2  

Wednesday  

Using GPS    1900 -2100  

 Jan 11  

Monday  

Engine Maintenance  1900 -2100  
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The CCPS ñWaybackò Vessel 
 (with apologies to ñRocky and Bullwinkleò) 

 

Do you know how the CCPS got started?..... Do you know when 
and how we acquired our ñSquadron Harborò?..... What did we do 
for meetings before that?  ........ What sort of entertainment and 

C & Rôs did we have?..... Did you know that some of the earlier 
education classes had to accommodate upward of 200 people at 

one time?.... What was the name of the original ñThe Buoysò 
Newsletter?  
 

As historian, I am taking an interest in our rich heritage, and over the next few months, would 
like to share with you some of the history I am digging up.  And you can help too!  I have some 

material to start working with, but I would love to hear from some of our members who have 
been with the squadron over ten or fifteen years.  So if you have something that might interest 
other members, please contact me at jseal007@comcast.net , or (239) 233 -9893.  If you have 

ñoldò copies of ñTHE BUOYSò (pre-1990), I would like to get copies as well.   
Old Squadron stories, anecdotes and questions are also welcome.  So dig in your garages and 

closets, and see what you can find!  
 

Hereôs a sample from a 1981 ñCruise and Rendezvousò report written by  

Lt. Dean Strickland:  
ñThe November Mystery Cruise proved to be another success.   

It certainly had everyone guessing where it was to be held!  To make 
the event more mysterious (and puzzling), the leaders of both the land 
and sea contingents became confused, and had to refer to charts and 

road maps before they eventually led their respective groups to the 
destination:  The homes of  P/C Cliff (and his wife Betty) Fulton and 

their neighbor, Mrs. Ruth Wert.  The properties provided a lovely place 
for the rendezvouséé135 people  
attended ï 20 cars and 19 boats.ò 

 
A bit of history trivia: ñA nominating 

committee was elected to supply a slate 
of officers for 1966 ï they had neglected 
to elect a (committee) for 1965, so as 

the election year of ô65 loomed, by  
resolution, they ruled that the present  

government would serve until election of 1966, or 
until their successors took office.  Therefore, the 

original commander was the only commander to 
serve a second term.ò 
 

A special thanks to Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN, and to  
Fred Meyer, SN, who forwarded a great document chronicling the 

first 30 years of the Squadron.  I guess I should say that his wife, 
Helen, SN, actually ñfoundò the document while cleaning out a 
closet ï thanks Helen!  

 
John Seal, P                          From The Beacon, March 1994
    

mailto:jseal007@comcast.net
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Hi Joe,  

 
This is a question that is probably ñoff the wall,ò and outside of pure boating, but 

here goes.   It may be one of those dumb ñdohò ï hit -me -on- the - forehead Homer 
questions, and totally stupid, so call me dumb!  
 

Why is it that I can catch hypothermia in water at 85 degrees, but I can survive very well in air 
temperatures of 85?   I agree that it may take several hours at this temperature before adverse 

problems occur, but even if the water is 55 (where I can survive for only a short time before 
real problems), I can still survive comfortably in air at the same temperature.  
 

This person prefers to remain anonymous.  
 

Answer:  
First let me state there are no dumb questions, just too many unanswered. I have the better 
part of 30 years in the field of education. I still start every class explaining; I am old and still 

waiting for my first dumb question. So your question is far from dumb, but shows insight and 
intelligence.  

 
Let me give you some facts and let you draw your own conclusion.  

 
Important: Water absorbs heat twenty five (25) times faster than air. On land our major heat 
loss areas are covered with clothing; in water they get wet so offer little to no protection from 

heat loss. Maybe thatôs why wet suits were developed. 
 

The major heat loss areas are head, arm pit area, and groin.  
 
Most of us will put on a jacket when the temperature is 55 degrees, decreasing heat loss. 

Something as simple as putting on a hat reduces heat loss, especially those of us with thinning 
or no hair.  

  
If this answer encourages more questions, contact your Port Captain.  
 

Joe  

Port Captainôs Mailbox 

The 37 th  Annual Fort Myers Boat Show  
 

The Ft. Myers Boat Show at the Harborside Convention Center is scheduled for Thursday, 12 
November through Sunday, 15 November.  Please plan to attend and show your support by 

stopping by our booth.  
 

The plans for the show are being finalized at this time.  The Cape Coral Power Squadron is 
spearheading the event by providing the booth setup and teardown efforts.  The members of 
the newly formed Quad Squad; Cape Coral, Fort Myers, San Carlos and Sanibel -Captiva Power 

Squadrons, will each have a day to man the booth.  
 

Please note the dates and volunteer some time for setup, teardown and manning of the booth.  
You can volunteer by contacting Bill Nelson at 542 -6641 or email him at wilin22@yahoo.com .  
Thanks for volunteering!  

 
Lt/C Fred Van Slett, Administrative Officer  

Event Coordinator (pro tem)  

mailto:wilin22@yahoo.com
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ñArts and Crafts Showcaseò     14 November   0900 -1300  

 
Do you have a hobby that you are passionate about?  Do you crochet, knit? Are you a closet artist? 

Oils, acrylics, pen and ink? Sculptor or    Photography your thing? Maybe you do collages, jewelry, 

Christmas gifts, holiday décor, 3 -d artwork! Whatever you would like to share, this is the chance!  

 

This eventôs focus will be to help members to get to know one another. The idea behind this is simpleé 

providing an outlet whereas a member can show another facet of his or herself.  

 

Cost is as follows:  

$15 for a display table if you plan to sell and keep proceeds.  

No charge to just display your crafts, if not selling.  

No charge to display if selling then donating proceeds to CCPS.  

 

As this event is before Thanksgiving and Christmas, it may be a way of finding that special gift or deco-

ration with an individual touch!  

 

Also, this is in conjunction with the Sea Scouts Pancake Breakfast so you will get coverage from the 

public as well as members of CCPS.  

 

You may arrive earlier for extra setup time.  

  

Sign up early as there may be limited space!  

Contact:  

Dorothy Seal           bodybizdotty@comcast.net                 239 -233 -9894  

.                       

Arabian Nights  
Dinner / Show / Bus Trip  

Contact  

Delores Ann Buhner 

Home Phone 239 458-1481  Cell 239 470-4523 

E Mail: DELPHI27@EMBARQMAIL.COM 

  

Name:: ________________________________________      Phone: _____________________________ 

  

Number Attending  ______  @  $79.00  =  $ _____________   Check, Cash, Charge 

  

Credit Card # _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   Exp Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   PIN Number _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Take an exciting bus trip to Kissimmee, FL to see 

the Arabian Nights dinner/show. Along the way we 

will stop at the Candy Factory and Old Town.  

We leave at 1:00 PM from the Coral Point Mall  

and return around midnight. 

  

The menu for dinner is: One choice of sirloin steak, 

chopped sirloin (Black Angus), grilled chicken or 

penne pasta primavera with marinara sauce.  

All dinners served with salad, vegetable,  

mashed potatoes and desert. 

  

   Free Wine, Beer and Pepsi with Dinner     

Tuesday 10 November  

Only $79 pp (tip included) 

Leaving from the Coral Point Mall at 1:00 PM  

mailto:bodybizdotty@comcast.net
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Come and join us at the C&R  

Cruise and Rendezvous  
Our planned activities for the coming months  

are as follows:  
 

3 November , C & R Meeting  
6 November ,  Shrimp Boil  
10 November, Bus trip to Orlando to see  

 Arabian Nights  
30 November ð2 December, Tarpon Point  

 
8 December , C & R Meeting  
11 December, C & R Luncheon, Doc Ford  

15 -17 December, óTween Waters 
 

5 January  2010, C & R Meeting  
15 January, Stone Claws  
18 -22 January, Palm Island  

2 February  2010, C & R Meeting  

12 February, C & R Luncheon  
15 -17 February, Boca Grande Marina  

 
2 March , 1030 C & R Meeting  
5 March, Clams or Chicken Dinner  

29 -31 March, Tôween Waters 
 

Please use the appropriate coupons in THE 
BUOYS  for sign up and payment instructions. 
Also, please write separate checks for each  

activity.   
 

Lt Delores Ann Buhner  
C&R Chairperson  

CCPS is proud to announce  
that we now have  

gift certificates for our  
Boat Smart Class available.   

Get them in the office  
at Squadron Harbor!  

 

 

The BUOYS ñgangò gathered once again on 25 September to assemble and prepare our October 
issue for mailing.  As always, our topics of conversation during the task were from serious to 

silly and a good time was had by all.  Volunteer and join us for a little bit of fun.  

My thanks to the following volunteers for their help:  

Joe Durham, P  
Lt Carole Hodgkinson, JN  
John Hurtt  

Judy Meek, AP  
Donna Rose  

Al Rubio, P  
John Seal, P       
 

Remember, volunteers make it possible to distribute your copy of THE BUOYS each month.  If 
you would like to join our team for approximately 2 hours, once a month, please contact me at 

541 -9948 or email me at vanslett7100@comcast.net .  Perhaps some of us may even decide to 
go out to lunch together after a job well done.  
 

Lt Elaine Van Slett  
 
 

FROM THE CIRCULATION MANGER  

mailto:vanslett7100@comcast.net
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Cape Mates  

Ahoy Mateyôs, 

 
Another month has gone ï Another successful Fund -Raiser!   Our Annual Spaghetti Dinner was 

terrific!   We served well over 85 excellent dinners, including those ñHot Rollsò (the men really 
loved óem), as usual we received many favorable comments.   We were honored to have 9  
members of the Fort Myers Power Squadron in attendance.   Many Special Thanks to Jody and 

especially to our annual ñPasta Cookerò George Kenneke, and to all of the Cape Mates who 
helped in the kitchen and with decorating all of the tables.  

 
The month of November is going to be another busy month.   We will again be mailing out our 
December Raffle Tickets.   On 14  November at the Craft Fair , the Cape Mates will be having a 

Bake Sale Table.   I do hope to see some of your home made goodies there.   On 21 November 
at the Squadron Boating Expo / Open House we will need some volunteers to hand out our New 

Cape Mate Brochure, (as I stated in my October article).  
A Big Thank You to Mary Lou and her committee for this New Updated Brochure!  
 

Again many Thanks to Everyone who supports our Cape Mate Fund Raising!  
 

Please keep all of our Cape Mates in your prayers.  
 

God Bless Our Troops  
 
Dates to remember:  

 5 November -  1930 Executive Board Meeting  
12 November -  1930 General Membership Meeting  

14 November   0800 ï 1600 Craft Fair  
21 November   0800 ï 1600 Boating Expo Open 
House  
 

Emma LeMonde  
President  
 

 

Life Jacket Loaner Program  
 
This program is a valuable public service.  

Please pass the word among your   

boating friends that 
lifejackets are available 

to borrow at the 
Squadron, at no cost, 

for visiting children or 
grandchildren.  

We need your 
help!  

If you know of ANYONE with good 

or bad news to share with our  
General Membership  

(Sickness, Health, Death, Birth)  
 

Please call Edi @ 540 - 9986  

Officer of the Day  
2009 -10 Watch Year  

0900 to Noon  
 

Monday   Lt/C Fred Van Slett     Admin  
Tuesday   Cdr John Hodgkinson  Commander  
Wednes.   Lt/C Ray Wlodyka  Education  

Thursday  Lt/C Barbara Partsch  Treasurer  
Friday   Lt/C Kay Hurtt   Secretary  

Saturday Lt/C Harvey Jaffe       XO  
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Thanks to  

John Moreland  
                    For keeping our  

                 ñpestsò under control 
                   Need help with yours? 

             541-9128 

UNIFORM OF  

THE DAY  

  

Team Casual                   
 

Golf shirt with  
CCPS logo  

light brown or khaki 
slacks/skirt  

THE BUOYS 

Chris Carroll  
 239 - 699 - 1374  

 
C & R  LUNCHEON 

Doc Ford  
11 December 2009  

 
Name:__________________________________ 
 
Telephone: (cell)_________________________  
 
Email: _________________________________  
 
Number attending:_______________________  

 
By Boat _________ or by Car ______________  
 
Room for Guests          Yes            No  
 
How many? ____________________________  
 
 

 
Mail Reservations to:  

Delores Buhner  
1343 SE 20th Avenue  
Cape Coral, FL 33990  
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