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Commander  

 

Youôre back!  I hope that you have had a relaxing summer break.   The Squadron has continued  

to operate at a feverous pace during the ñso calledò summer recess.  Just ask any of your Bridge  

Officers and/or Committee Chairs.  Weôve had dinner socials, C&Rôs and boating activities  

throughout the summer recess.  For advance information on Squadron events, review the  

Squadronôs calendars posted at Squadron Harbor and refer to the multiple articles within this  

newsletter.  Much has happened and I have a lot to tell you.  

 

First, letôs look at the September calendar and youôll see that the USPS Governing Board  is scheduled to meet in 

Greensville, NC, 12 through 17 September.  A very important resolution is going to be introduced at the meeting 

and will probably be voted on.  The resolution entitled, ñEducation Resolutionò by D/C Jim DePalma, SN; District 23. 

The resolution reads as follows:  

WHEREAS:  The Education Department of USPS has recently changed its policy permitting the sale of USPS educa-

tion materials, including Course Materials and Instructor kits, directly to the general public in an effort to generate 

increased revenue for National,  Heretofore, these materials were available for sale by USPS squadrons exclusively,  

AND:    USPS Educational Materials are a significant incentive to the public to join a USPS squadron in order to take 

advantage of these outstanding Education Materials,  

AND:  in addition to the sale of these materials to the public, the Educational Department has offered, without  

prior discussion, agreement or approval of squadrons, the availability of personal  mentoring or tutoring of  the 

purchaser by a qualified and certified USPS instructor at a local USPS Squadron  

AND:  said tutoring to be at no cost to the purchaser, or any further requirement, and without any remuneration to 

the squadron providing this tutoring  

AND: the squadrons have consistently voiced their disagreement with this policy,  

AND: many squadrons have taken resolutions to prevent their education resources, certified instructors, facilities, 

teaching aids and all other capabilities to be used without their prior approval for the tutoring or mentoring of  

non -members who may or may not have purchased their material through the squadron,  

AND:  permitting and promoting the unqualified sale of textbooks and instructor kits, seriously impedes and  

possibly negates the ability of the squadrons to use the USPS Education Materials to attract and retain members,  

AND:  Individual squadrons are separate, individual legal entities with specific rights, limitations and responsibilities  

AND:  individual squadrons are being made irrelevant by arbitrary directives from USPS National concerning the 

use of their resources with neither their foreknowledge nor their agreement.  

THEREFORE:    Be it resolved that District 23, USPS, is unanimously requesting that USPS direct its  

Education Department to immediately rescind the current Marketing policy of permitting the sale of 

USPS educational material directly to the general public.  Upon its total rescission, D23 requests that  

a study committee be convened which will not include and will specifically exclude, the current  

management of the present Education Department.  This study committee will report its findings and 

recommendations, as charged, to the Governing Board in no more than 3 months.  

If no suitable recommendation is received in a timely way, then the Policy shall be terminated in  

perpetuity and it will revert to the policy in force prior to this modification.  

In short, the issue pertains to USPS/Nationalôs policy to permit the USPS Education Department to sell USPS  

education materials, including Course Materials and Instructor kits, directly to the general public with no  

remuneration to the squadron.   

It is my personal belief that the USPS policy could have a negative effect on our Squadronôs ability to attract new 

members and on member retention.  I believe that it is the relationships that develop between students and  

instructors that result in new memberships.  Furthermore, the availability of advanced courses in boating education 

encourages member retention.  This subject will be addressed at our next Executive Board meeting on  

1 September.  In the meantime, if you have an opinion, feel free to contact me.  

Following the USPS Governing Board Meeting this month; the District 22 Fall Conference  is scheduled 7 through  

9 October  (refer to District 22 Conference flyers within).  This is an opportunity for our members to attend a  

conference and take part in the process of governing.  It is also educational.  Members can attend workshops and 

roundtable discussions.  Many of the topics covered on the subject are pertaining to public relations, communica-

tions, newsletter production, member involvement activities and leadership development.  I encourage all my 

Bridge Officers and Committee Chairs to attend the Fall Conference.  

Finally, our Squadron is hosting the ñ2011 Leadership Development Workshopsò scheduled on 22 October  

(refer to the flyer within).  The Leadership Development Committee recommends that all current and future  

Power Squadron Leaders attend this ñworkshopò.   

Therefore I am encouraging CCPS Bridge Officers and Chair Persons to signup NOW!  

 

Cdr Fred Van Slett, S  

Tel: 239 -541 -9948  

Email: vanslett7100@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vanslett7100@comcast.net
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Executive Officer  
THE BUOYS 

THE BUOYS  
THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the Cape Coral Power 

Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the United States Power Squad-

rons, Inc.  Opinions expressed by individual authors do not necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power 

Squadron policy or endorsement.  Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than the 

10th of the month prior to publication.  The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted for 

publication. We appreciate your articles and inputs.  Please make sure the information submitted to THE 

BUOYS is correct. All articles will be edited to assure conformity with USPS® regulations and guidelines.  

 

The Editor  

The current year of 2011 has been a time of change for the Cape Coral Power Squadron.  

Our Squadron has added 67 new members since January 2011.  However, the total  

membership has remained relatively constant at a little more than 400 members.  This still 

makes the Cape Coral Power Squadron the largest Power Squadron in the United States.   

I thought it would be appropriate to discuss some of the more important activities of the 

Squadron that may not be familiar to the many new members.  

OKTOBERFEST  

The Oktoberfest celebration is held at the German -American Social Club each year during October.  It is one 

of the major events in the City of Cape Coral.  This year, the event will be held on two consecutive week -

ends, 21, 22, 23 October, and  28, 29, 30 October.  

It is a very popular festival with food, drink, dancing and entertainment.  Oktoberfest is an important source 

of funds for us.  The Squadron is paid to provide volunteers to direct traffic in an off - street parking lot during 

the festivities.  This requires over 50 volunteers to cover ten 4 ½ hour shifts over the two week -ends.   

The German -American Club will provide the volunteers with the following:  Bottled Water, Reflective Vest, 

Flashlight, Free Admission to Oktoberfest, and $10.00 in Beverage/Meal Tickets.  

This is not only a major revenue source for our Squadron, but it also is an opportunity to meet other  

members, attend the festival and have a good time.  It only requires a one shift commitment (4 ½ hours)  

for each volunteer.  

The volunteers also provide a very valuable service to the community, as they assist thousands of their 

neighbors to find a parking space and prevent traffic jams.  

By the way, husband and wife teams are welcomed to work together.  We have many couples that work the 

same shift and each receives free admission and $10.00 in meal tickets.  What a great opportunity to take 

your family to a wonderful event at a reduced cost while helping the Squadron.  I ask all new and not -so-

new members to please consider volunteering for this yearôs Oktoberfest.  If you are interested, call  

Ted Blomquist, the Special Events Chair, at 1 -708 -925 -5188.  

CAPE CORAL FARMERôS MARKET 

Many of our new members have already heard about the Farmerôs Market which is held each Saturday  

morning between mid -October and early May at the Club Square parking lot.  You may have already 

shopped there for the fresh seafood, fruits, vegetables or flowers.  The Cape Coral Power Squadron has a 

booth at the Farmerôs Market each Saturday during the ñseason.ò 

Squadron members set up and man the booth for approximately three hours.  Our members in the booth 

represent the Cape Coral Power Squadron and promote boating education and vessel safety.  We answer 

questions, offer information relating to Boat Smart courses and seminars, as well as, promote membership 

in the Squadron.  Over 25% of all our students in the basic boating courses sign up through the Farmerôs 

Market booth.    

We are looking for volunteers that would be willing to work once during the entire Farmerôs market ñseason.ò  

That is, one Saturday morning during the period of mid -October to mid -May.  If you can contribute one  

Saturday morning, please give Ted Blomquist a call at 1 -708 -925 -5188.  

The Farmerôs Market experience will allow new members to learn more about the Squadron, and get to know 

other members while providing a service to the community. If you have any questions about Oktoberfest or 

the Farmerôs Market booth, feel free to call me at 239-549 -8134.  

 
Lt/C Al Rubio, P  

Executive Officer  
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Squadron  Education  O fficer  
Now that the summer is over and the Squadron becomes active again, it is time to  

initiate our 2011/2012 education program.  As indicated below, we will once again be 

presenting Seamanship, Advanced Piloting and Engine Maintenance beginning in  

October and Piloting in February. New members who have joined the Squadron in the 

last few years should seriously consider taking Seamanship and Piloting as these are the 

two courses recommended by the Squadron for new members. Advanced Piloting is a 

good course for those who have completed Piloting because it gives you expertise in Coastal, as opposed 

to inshore, navigation.  

Please fill out the coupon below to register for these courses. You may also register in the Squadron  

office at your convenience.  

We can offer a variety of seminars which may appeal to a limited population of our boaters; however  

others will be of use to all of us. To help us schedule these seminars, arrange for instructors, order 

course material, etc. Please indicate your interest in attending one or more of these seminars.   

Make a copy of the page from the BUOYS online, or copy this page and put it in the SEOôs mailbox in the 

Squadron office. This is a non -obligatory survey -  not a registration. That will come later!  

Except for GPS, any requested seminars will be offered after the Holiday Season.  

There is a nominal fee for each seminar which runs approximately 2 hours.  
 

 
 

2011 ï 2012 Scheduled Courses  

 
Email: raywlodyka@aol.com   Phone: 540 -9665  

 

Please fill out the coupon below if interested in taking a course.  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -   

Name __________________________  Course:________________________  

 

Phone No.: ______________________  Course: ________________________  

 

Email: __________________________  Course: ________________________  

 

Please send a deposit of $25 for each class or seminar you wish to enroll in. Make checks to "Cape Coral 

Power Squadron", Attention: Education, 917 SE 47 th  Terrace, Cape Coral, FL 33904.  You may also enroll 

and make payment by visiting the Squadron Office during business hours.  

 

Lt/C Ray Wlodyka , SN  

Email: raywlodyka@aol.com  

Phone: 540 -9665  

I am interested in the Following Seminars  

Advanced Power Boat Handling      Anchoring    

Boat handling Under Power    Hurricanes and Boats    

Knots, Bends and Hitches    Marine Radars    

Marinerôs Compass   Paddle Smart    

Sail Trim and Rigging    Trailering Your Boat    

Using VHF and DSC    Using GPS    

Course  Dates  Time  Cost  

Seamanship  11 Oct thru Jan 2012  1830 -  2100  $52  

Piloting  7 Feb thru May 2012  1830 -  2100  $54  

Advanced Piloting  12 Oct thru Jan 2012  1830 -  2100  $56  

Engine Maintenance  17 Oct thru Jan 2012  1900 -  2100  $52  

GPS Seminar  27 October, 2011  1845 -  2100  $35  

mailto:raywlodyka@aol.com
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Administrative Officer  
Hoping all of you have had a great July and August! I enjoyed hearing from many of you 

via emails from Colorado, Connecticut, Tennessee, Hawaii, Alaskaé.just to name a few ... 

OMG! Marge and I spent some time in Ohio working the farm, the house and helping the 

Kids and then we took some time to relax!  

As you can see by looking at the pictures that will follow, the Cape Coral Power Squadron 

was very active also. Ken Smiles'  MI  committee welcomed new members with Pot Luck 

dinners. Delores Buhner's C&R committee had luncheons and trips to Moss Marina and 

Snook Bight Marina.  Oh, by the way did you know that Delores with the help of her husband Phil have 

chaired that committee for 14 years! We owe a lot of gratitude to them for their contribution to the 

Squadron. Thank you Delores!  

 

The Weekend Boaters , the Fishing Group  and Kayak Group  had fun activities throughout the  

summer as well ~ as was attested in the photos. My compliments to those who lead and those who  

volunteered to bring them to completion.  

Mary Lou Smiles' Entertainment Committee  really topped things off for the Squadron with the BEACH 

PARTY and SALUTE TO THE USA events. The entertainment and dinner were better than just enjoyable. 

Her team really knows how to put on fantastic events. Hats off to all that made it possible. Roaring 20's  

revisited is coming up in September. Where can you get a theme event with decorations, prizes,  music, 

dancing, dinner, literally all you can eat, dessert, camaraderie, beer, wine (most restaurants charge $4 a 

glass) and soda for the money!  

We have a number of great events planned in the coming months. See the schedules and flyers for C&R, 

Weekend Boating and Entertainment.  

 

A very special outing that the MI  committee is planning, a first for the CCPS, is a Member Family Day 

Celebration  in the Pavilion at the Cape Coral Yacht Club. We wanted to have an event that we would not 

be limited to the number who could attend and that would be open to members' children and grandchil-

dren. We rented the facility for 15 October and are now planning the day's activities. See the flyer and let 

us know soon how many will be attending in your party.  

The District 22 C&R at Burnt Store Marina  is scheduled for 10 - 13 November . CCPS  is hosting the 

event this year and our theme is Pirates in Paradise. We can really make this a great event! We need  

your volunteering spirit to accomplish it. Catch the flyer for further info.  

CCPS is what we make it ...helping you and the community.  

 

Good boating,  

 

Lt/C Warren Maciag, P  

THE BUOYS 

 

Your Annual Merit Mark Submissions to the Commander are ñjust down the roadò! 

Recommendations will be required NO LATER THAN 31 October 2011.  

Note: Assistant Needed!   I am looking for a volunteer to assist me in ñthe processò of submitting merit 

mark requests!  The position requires familiarity with computer software applications, i.e. , Excel.  

For questions or assistance, contact:  

Neil Kempf  

(239) 574 -9687  

birkempf@aol.com  

ANNUAL MERIT MARKS  

mailto:birkempf@aol.com
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SUMMER FUN AT SQUADRON HEADQUARTERS  
Members of the Cape Coral Power Squadron, and their guests, enjoyed all the fun of a Beach 

Party as they feasted on fried chicken, ribs and potato salad in the air conditioned comfort of 

Squadron Harbor!  Beach balls and swim rings hung from the òskyó, and tables were adorned with 

pails, shovels, pinwheels and brightly colored tablecloths. Beach chairs, umbrellas and surf 

boards were tucked into every vacant corner of the room.  Participants, dressed in their cutest 

and funniest beach wear, danced to the music of Ricky DelFino and competed for the titles 

òHairiest Chestó(men only!) and Beachiest Gal.  Everyone had fun creating huge and delicious ice 

cream sundaes with the multitude of available toppings.  It was a fun evening for all attending, 

as the Commander, dressed in snorkeling attire, triumphed as the hairiest and Laurie Dickens, 

dressed in a hula skirt, took the prize for the beachiest.  And best of all, no one went home with 

sand in their shoes!  

 

Mary Lou Smiles  

Chairperson,  

Entertainment Committee  

C & R  LUNCHEON 
Sundown Tiki Marinatown  

14 October 2011  
 

Name:__________________________________ 
 
Telephone: (cell)_________________________  
 
Email: _________________________________  
 
Number attending:_______________________  

 
By Boat _________ or by Car ______________  
 
Room for Guests          Yes            No  
 
How many? ____________________________  
 
 

 
Mail Reservations to:  

Delores Buhner  
1343 SE 20th Avenue  
Cape Coral, FL 33990  
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239 - 699 -3432
 

¶ Bathroom Remodels  

¶ Kitchen Remodels  

¶ Rental Turnovers  

¶ Flooring: Tile, Vinyl, 

Wood, Carpet  

¶ Tile Backsplash  

¶ Ceiling Fan Installation  

¶ Storm Shutters  

¶ Wood Privacy Fences  

¶ Facia/Soffit Repairs  

¶ Interior/Exterior Painting  

¶ Pressure Washing  

 

¶ Interior/Exterior 

Doors  

¶ Interior Trim  

¶ Crown Molding  

¶ Cleaning Services  

¶ Drywall/Stucco 

Repairs  

¶ Electrical Service/

Repairs  

¶ Plumbing Service/

Repairs  

¶ And Much, Much 

MORE! 

  

CBC 1257254   CCPS Member  
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UNIFORM OF  
THE DAY  

Team Casual                   
 

Golf shirt with  
CCPS logo  

light brown or  
khaki slacks/skirt  

THE BUOYS 

Cape Coral Power Squadron Completes Annual Long Cruise & Rendezvous  
 

On 16 May, nine boats with seventeen intrepid boaters from the Cape Coral Power Squadron took off on 

their annual ñlong Cruise and Rendezvous tripò.  This yearôs two week trip stayed on Floridaôs West Coast 

ð Longboat Key, St. Petersburg, Tampa and Sarasota.  

 

On Monday we motored to Longboat Keyôs Moorings for a three day stay.  During the afternoon we recon-

noitered and enjoyed an afternoon in the pool.  As usual cocktails were dockside everyday at 1700.  Today 

they were followed by grilled steaks, baked potatoes and salad. Tuesday and Wednesday were spent 

lounging, exploring (by bike, shuttle, or foot), and enjoying the resort's amenities.  Tuesday evening we 

dined at Portofino's, Longboat Keyôs restaurant at the docks.  Wednesdayôs dinner was ñon your ownò. 

Thursday morning we departed for St. Petersburg and the Vinoy Resort.  We couldnôt have planned a  

better weekend to be there.  Unknown to us when we made plans we were fated to be there to celebrate 

ñThe Taste of Pinellasò.  The festival and most of the events took place in the area adjacent to the marina.  

Thursday we dined dockside on pulled pork, salads and cream pies.  Friday we went to ñTaste of Pinellasò. 

 

In addition to all the different foods, entertainment consisted of Josh Turner, Chris Isaak and Bonnie Raitt.  

Saturdayôs activities started out with a 5K Run (which started by the marina at the Vinoy).  Since our own 

Paul Moses runs every day, we convinced him to participate in the 5K Run.  We all showed up to cheer Paul 

on and he didnôt let us down ð he came in second in his age group (due to the great coaching by Ken 

Partsch).  Had Paul known who his competition was we are sure he would have put on a burst of speed and 

won his category.  He was only 8 seconds behind the winner.  In the afternoon, there was a parade that 

passed directly in front of the marina on it's way to the park. We had front row seats on our boats and  

enjoyed watching.  Saturdayôs dinner was ñon our ownò.  Later that evening we watched an exceptional 

fireworks display.  We sat on our boats and had the best view of the fireworks of anyone around.  Sunday 

we set off for Tampa.  

 

In Tampa we stayed at the Marriott Waterside near downtown Tampa.  Sunday we investigated the resort, 

it's surroundings, and had white chicken chili dinner dockside.  On Monday we rode the streetcar to  

investigate Floridaôs Aquarium, Tampaôs History Center, Channelside Seaport and Ybor City.   

In the evening, after dockside cocktails, we all rode the streetcar to the end of the line in Ybor City and the 

Columbia Restaurant .  Our reservations were ñdown frontò and included  a  flamenco dancer show.  Not 

only was the food superb, but we had great entertainment too!  Tuesday we continued to explore and had 

dinner ñon our ownò.  Since the musical ñHairò was opening some of the crew took advantage of the oppor-

tunity to enjoy the play.  Wednesday morning we departed for Sarasota and our last stop before heading 

home.  

 

In Sarasota we stayed at the Sarasota Hyatt.  Weôve been here before several times and always enjoyed 

their pool with waterfall.  This evening we walked a block to the Hotel Indigo for dinner and all enjoyed 

themselves.  Thursday was a communal dinner again with spaghetti and meatballs.  As usual the food was 

great.  All our communal meals were homemade at the marina and everyone pitched in.  We each had a 

portion of the meal to make and then everything was brought together to form a great meal and we  

enjoyed the sense of teamwork this gave us.  Friday morning we headed home to Cape Coral with 

thoughts of next yearôs ñlong C&Rò.  Weôre considering a trip to the middle and smaller keys since we went 

to the East Coast and Key West last year.  

 

The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of the  

U.S. Power Squadron, a non profit boating safety  

organization. Our primary mission is to promote  

recreational boating safety through education, civic  

activities and social events.  We can be contacted  

at our office at 917 SE 47th Terrace, Cape Coral.   

The office is open Monday thru Saturday, 0900 to  

1200, or call for information at 239 -549 -9754.  
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FROM THE CIRCULATION MANAGER  
On 27 May Team BUOYS was called to duty to get the June issue of THE BUOYS ready for mailing  

before our much needed summer recess.  

 

My thanks go out to the following volunteers and as always Lew & Pat Dance for providing the mailing 

labels for us.  

 

Mary Lou Battistini    Bob Dickens    Laurie Dickens     

Lt/C Warren Maciag    Max Stewart    Phyllis Stewart  

Pat Tuller     Cdr. Fred Van Slett  

 

Remember, volunteers are always welcome.  If you would like to join our team for approximately 2 

hours (or less) once a month, please contact me at 541 -9948 or email me at  

vanslett7100@comcast.net .  
 

Lt. Elaine Van Slett  

mailto:vanslett7100@comcast.net
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The  Member involvement Committee Presents  

$5 per Adult, $1 per Child Under 12  

$10 per Guest 

12:00§2:00 PM 

#TQFDQRu %NFR ¬ 'HWHM½R 

Beans, chips 

Water Provided BYO Soda 

BYOB in the Pavillion 

 

Meet Us at the Pavillion 

1130 to 1600 

Entertainment by Bob Morris!!!! 

Come by Boatôs or Car! 

Door Prizes!!!!!!! 

Saturday, 15 October 2011Saturday, 15 October 2011  

Bring the Kids and Grandkids!Bring the Kids and Grandkids!  

Cutoff Date:  October 7 Reservation Coupon to: Carole Hodgkinson,  

908 SE 21st Ave., Cape Coral, FL  33990 Phone:   458-3531 

Family Day Celebration 7 October  2011 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________  

 

Amount Enclosed: __________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________________    Adult members: ___________    

Kids:  __________        General Seating    Adult Guests:  ___________ 

BYO Beach Chairs & Umbrel-More Details to Follow 

THE BUOYS 
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